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Keynotes’ abstracts

Elisabeth Zima
Cherry picking from CA and CL:

mixed methods approaches for the study of gaze in interaction.

Conversation analysis is a fundamentally qualitative approach that aims to reconstruct the
situated methods by which participants make sense of social interactions through sequence
analysis. Although it does seek to identify practices and recurrent conduct and most
contemporary research is based on substantial sets of instances of sequences of interest
(collections), its focus is not on pattern recognition in large datasets. The singular, potentially
deviant case is still considered a valuable subject of study. Another cornerstone of CA
philosophy is that researchers should refrain from interpreting data beyond the interactants' own
understanding, as revealed through the next-turn-proof procedure. This imperative to focus on
the reconstruction of interactants' perspectives and understandings has led some CA pioneers to
adopt an anti-cognitivist stance.

All these guiding assumptions of CA seem to contrast sharply with those of CL. Cognitive
linguists are less interested in individual instances and more interested in identifying patterns
across them. These patterns are often assumed to reflect cognitive reality. In this vein, corpus
analytical methods and quantitative analysis have become much more sophisticated over the last
twenty years.

In this talk, however, I will argue that to understand interaction, we need both qualitative analysis
of interactional sequences and quantitative analysis of larger datasets to identify behavioral
patterns. I will demonstrate the necessity of such a mixed-methods approach using the example
of gaze behavior in question-answer sequences from German and English interactions.

Gaétanelle Gilquin
Language in real time:

What can process corpus data reveal about cognition?

The linguistic study of cognitive phenomena has mostly relied on two types of data: constrained
data of the experimental type and naturally-occurring data taken from corpora. Corpus data have
the advantage of presenting a high degree of ecological validity. In addition, it is possible (and
relatively easy) to collect corpus data from a large number of subjects, which enhances the
reliability and generalizability of corpus-based findings. This had led to the popularity of
cognitive corpus linguistics (Grondelaers et al. 2007).
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Despite their obvious advantages, it should be acknowledged that corpus data can only provide
indirect information about cognition, which very much remains a black box (Pederson & Nuyts
1997). For example, frequency of occurrence in corpora has often been used to make claims
about cognitive entrenchment (e.g. Langacker 1987) or mental storage (e.g. Durrant &
Mathews-Aydinli 2011), but such claims are still largely speculative. Part of the speculation comes
from the fact that corpora tend to represent the final product and do not say anything about how
language is actually produced.

In this presentation, it will be argued that corpus data showing language production in real time
help come closer to the reality of cognitive phenomena. The focus will be on second language
acquisition and on writing process data, which represent the writing process as it unfolds.
Illustrations will be taken from the Process Corpus of English in Education (PROCEED;
Gilquin 2022), a learner corpus including, in addition to the final texts, keylog files and
screencast videos reproducing the writing process.

It will be shown how the process data from PROCEED can shed light on cognitive phenomena
typical of second language acquisition such as errors, avoidance or automaticity. A case study will
explore how pausing in writing can be relied on to tackle the issue of holistic storage of
multiword units (see Gilquin 2024).

The presentation will also briefly demonstrate how additional data included in PROCEED,
namely eye-tracking, stimulated recall and metadata, can complement the keylog files and

screencast videos, before highlighting some caveats and offering some concluding remarks.

Geert Brone
Co-constructing experience: A mobile eye-tracking study

on joint attention and stance in museum visits

In this presentation, I explore the interrelation of joint attention and multimodal stance- taking
in authentic museum interactions, using a mixed-methods approach. Joint attention, commonly
defined as a shared focus between two or more individuals on a particular subject, object or
event, constitutes a foundational aspect of social interaction. While research in Cognitive
Linguistics and psycholinguistics has predominantly examined joint attention in task-based
interactions within static environments, studies in Interactional Linguistics and Conversation
Analysis have focused on its sequential and embodied organization in naturally occurring
interaction, often relying on smaller datasets and primarily qualitative methodologies.
Mixed-methods approaches integrating quantitative and qualitative perspectives remain
comparatively rare.

To address these methodological gaps, this presentation draws on a substantial dataset consisting
of video recordings and mobile eye-tracking data from visitor pairs exploring museum
exhibitions. The analysis conceptualizes joint attention as an embodied multimodal choreography
involving speech, eye gaze, gesture, and posture, and examines how this choreography relates to
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the negotiation of evaluative stance in interaction. In particular, the study focuses on assessment
sequences as a key locus of stance-taking and stance (dis)alignment.

Methodologically, the study combines multimodal Conversation Analysis with cross- recurrence
quantification analysis (CRQA), an established quantitative method for examining gaze
coordination in controlled environments, here adapted to the novel context of mobile, naturally
occurring interaction. This combination enables both the large-scale analysis of gaze
synchronization patterns and the fine-grained investigation of their sequential-interactional
organization.

The findings highlight the reflexive relationship between joint attention and multimodal
stance-taking: joint attention creates the interactional conditions for evaluative stance acts, while
assessments themselves can redirect and reorganize participants’ attentional focus. More broadly,
the study demonstrates the analytical potential and methodological challenges of integrating
quantitative eye-tracking analysis with qualitative multimodal interaction analysis in research on
social interaction.

Charles Forceville

The JOURNEY metaphor in Marc-Antoine Mathieu’s graphic novel — (Sens)

Whereas we tend to associate stories primarily with language, the verbal mode is not necessary to
narrate even quite complex tales. This presentation analyses Marc-Antoine Mathieu’s completely
wordless — — also known as Sens — published in 2014, to demonstrate that viewers understand
this graphic novel by drawing on (1) their knowledge of story conventions (e.g;, Sternberg 1978,
Bal 2017); (2) their comprehension of the ways in which the medium of the graphic novel is able
to narrate (e.g,, McCloud 1993, Groensteen 2013, Cohn 2013, Forceville 2023); (3) their
embodied awareness of image schemas, specifically the SOURCE-PATH-GOAL schema that is at
the root of the JOURNEY metaphor (e.g., Johnson 1987, Forceville & Jeulink 2011); (4) familiarity
with any other relevant literary texts and cultural knowledge they happen to be able to recruit.

The first half of the presentation will begin by charting general narrative conventions and the
specific affordances & constraints of the graphic novel medium. After that it is explained how
the SOURCE-PATH-GOAL schema structures the concept of the journey literally and the concepts
of TIME, QUEST, and STORY metaphorically. The second half of the presentation will discuss a
number of pictures from — to show how the various knowledge sources are recruited to make
sense (sic) of this graphic novel.

The presentation aims to emphasize the interrelation between visual communication and
cognition,to illuminate the importance of the JOURNEY metaphor,tocontributeto the study of
comics and graphic novels, and to pay tribute to Mathieu’s amazing work of art.
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Session 1

Auditorium: Multimodal Coordination in Interaction

Loulou KOSMAILA & Ludivine CRIBLE

(Non)-Congruent multimodal feedback sequences in French interactions

Feedback is a central function of dialogue whereby listeners help managing the interaction by
indicating a temporary lack of understanding (I beg your pardon?) or, on the contrary, by
signaling that both speakers are on the same track (mhm, I see) and/or in agreement (yes,
alright). Feedback can also be used to display an affiliative stance through assessments (oh wow;,
amazing). These devices, also called “listener responses (Bavelas et al. 2000) or “commentaries”
(Pickering & Garrod 2021), have been repeatedly shown to help both the listener (Schober &
Clark 1989) and the speaker (Healey et al. 2018). Feedback is often related to the concepts of
alignment and affiliation (Stivers 2008, Steensig 2020), which roughly correspond to mutual
understanding (when the mental models are aligned) and agreement (when stances are aligned),
respectively. Multimodality has always been central in the study of feedback, with early studies
exploring the role of phenomena such as head nods (Dittmann & Llewellyn, 1968) or laughter
(Sacks, 1974) in alignment and affiliation, thus going beyond mere verbal output. Video corpora
are therefore an invaluable resource to study feedback. Verbal-vocal and visual-gestural signals of
feedback often combine : facial expressions (eyebrow movements or smiles), or body and head
movement with verbal-vocal markers such as pragmatic markers, interjections, or vocalizations
(ah, mm, oui, ok) leading to multimodal feedback sequences (Boudin et al., 2021; Ferré¢ &
Renaudier, 2017; Pellet-Rostaing et al., 2023)

In this paper, we explore multimodal feedback sequences in conversational French. Our
objectives are to identify recurrent verbal-gestural combinations, to describe more or less
productive paradigms, and to better explain the mechanisms beyond non-congruent sequences,
where the co-occurring elements display opposite feedback values across modalities. To do so,
we analyzed a small corpus of conversational French (author) in which all feedback sequences
have already been extracted and annotated. We focus on sequences that combine at least one
element from the verbal-vocal modality and one from the visual-gestural modality. This amounts
to 191 sequences. Each sequence was previously coded as expressing either alignment (n = 133)
or affiliation (n = 58) and was specified for its negative (misalignment, disaffiliation) or positive
value. We then classified visual-gestural elements across the most frequent verbal-vocal elements
with which they combine in order to compare the productivity of the different paradigms. We
found that the positive agreement particle oui and its informal variant ouais can combine with all
the visual-gestural elements found in the multimodal sequences with the exception of eyes wide
open and headshake. It also appears that raised eyebrows are included in every paradigm, which
makes it the most versatile element in our data. Our paradigmatic classification also returned a
number of “non-congruent” sequences, such as [oui ‘yes’ + pout] or [non ‘no’ + smile], in which
cases the prosody and/or visual-gestural modality modify the value of the verbal element. This
study thus provides a first systematic overview of the affinities between verbal and visual markers
of feedback in French, to be expanded with more parameters (prosody, sequential positioning) in
more interaction settings and languages.
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Yana KUT
Action in Interaction: A Multimodal Corpus Study of Verb Aspect and
Gesture Use in English-Russian Family Dinners

Living in a multilingual environment, bilingual children draw on all their semiotic resources —
including their two languages and gestural repertoires — to construct meaning of everyday actions
multimodally. This study investigates how meaning is distributed across linguistic and gestural
modalities in monolingual and bilingual English—Russian speakers. Its aim is to contribute to
research on verb morphology and gesture use in bilingual contexts, with a particular focus on the
mapping between verb aspect and gesture in spontaneous interaction — an area that remains
underexplored, especially for English—Russian bilinguals.

Previous authors have shown that aspectual meanings are shaped not only by linguistic structures
but also by the gestural construal of events across languages (Cienki & Iriskhanova, 2018). There
is also a growing body of crosslinguistic research on bilingual acquisition and use of verb
morphology, including tense and aspect (Van Assche, Duyck, Brysbaert, 2013; Minor,
Mitrofanova, Guajardo, Vos & Ramchand, 2023; Warditz, 2025). Similarly, bilingual children’s
gesture use has already been the center of attention showcasing that gesture amount, rate and
type vary across languages (Gamez, Demir-Lira, & Pinzéon-Henao, 2015; Nicoladis, Pika &
Marentette, 2009). However, research specifically addressing how verb semantics, aspectual
choices, and gesture align in English—Russian bilingual children is still scarce, despite extensive
work on how aspect is construed differently in these two languages (Corre, 2019). This study
takes as a starting point Slobin’s (1996) Cross-Linguistic Aspectual Variation hypothesis, which
suggests that speakers of different languages encode different kinds of event information. We
therefore test whether bilingual English—Russian children show aspectual patterns shaped by
each language’s typological profile.

Our approach is usage-based, interactional and multimodal (Morgenstern, 2022; Goodwin, 2018;
Tomasello, 2003; Kendon, 2004), treating meaning as distributed across modalities and
negotiated in real time during routine activities. The data come from a naturalistic multimodal
corpus and focus on five English-Russian families in London with simultaneous bilingual
children aged between 3.5-13 exhibiting different dominance patterns. Video-recorded family
dinners were coded and annotated using ELAN, marking language, addressee, gesture type, and
verb tense and aspect for all participants to capture the multimodal structuring of event
descriptions. We examine how bilingual children and their monolingual parents construe and
express action across languages and modalities, whether language dominance affects aspect and
gesture use, and whether particular aspectual choices co-occur with specific gesture types.

Our preliminary quantitative and qualitative observations point to emerging contrasts in how
children and parents articulate events across languages and modalities. Our analysis confirms the
Cross-Linguistic Aspectual Variation hypothesis, suggesting that bilingual children’s aspectual
choices may reflect differential attention to event boundaries in English and Russian. Examining
gesture alongside verb morphology reveals how aspectual distinctions are not only encoded
linguistically but also enacted through embodied representations of action. This multimodal
perspective is essential for understanding how meaning is co-constructed in real time at the

crossroad of language, gesture, and interaction.
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Aliyah MORGENSTERN & Christophe PARISSE
Bodily Affordances in Spoken and Signed Interaction:
Multimodal Coordination at the Family Dinner Table

Shared meals, grounded in practices of commensality, provide dense sites of linguistic, affective,
and cultural socialization in which participants jointly construct meaning while simultaneously
engaging in the material actions of eating. Within this setting, language use cannot be separated
from the bodily, perceptual, and interactive constraints that shape it. In line with usage-based and
embodied approaches to cognition, we consider linguistic constructions as dynamically
assembled through multimodal resources—speech or sign, prosody, gaze, gesture, hand
movement, and body posture—embedded in concrete ecological situations (Streeck, Goodwin &
LeBaron, 2011; Cienki 2012; Morgenstern, 2022).

Drawing on video-recorded interactions from 4 signing and 4 speaking middle-class Parisian
families with children aged 3 to 10, our study analyzes how participants coordinate multiple
semiotic channels while managing the competing demands of conversation and collective dining,
with a specific focus on gaze and co-activity across multiple participants. Multimodal annotation
in ELAN allows us to examine how meaning is distributed across articulators, and how
participants flexibly recruit the body as a reservoir of semiotic affordances. From a cognitive
linguistics standpoint, these interactions illustrate how conceptualization, attention management,
and interpersonal alighment arise from the real-time integration of embodied cues.

Our quantitative analyses demonstrate that interactional organization differs between spoken and
signed family dinners. These differences stem from the distribution of articulatory effort: spoken
discourse relies primarily on oral articulators, whereas sign language engages the hands, arms and
upper body more intensely, resulting in distinct patterns of temporal coordination. These
patterns illustrate how linguistic constructions are shaped by bodily affordances and constraints
(Boutet, 2018). However, we also found that these differences are less pronounced than
anticipated and become progressively attenuated with age, as participants gain experience with
co-activity and multiparty conversations. Our qualitative analyses highlight how caregivers
provide embodied scaffolding—such as coordinated gaze cues—that supports children’s
developing ability to manage multimodal multiactivity, reinforcing the role of embodied attention
in meaning construction (Goodwin, 2007). These micro-adjustments foster intersubjective
alignhment: moment-by-moment coordination of bodies, gestures, and linguistic forms
contributes to affective attunement and shared framing of ongoing events.

By situating family dinner interactions within an embodied and usage-based theoretical
framework, this research demonstrates how linguistic expression emerges from the dynamic
interplay between bodily engagement, ecological context, and interactional structure. Rather than
treating language as an abstract symbolic system, we show that everyday family discourse is
fundamentally grounded in sensorimotor experience and multimodal coordination. These
findings contribute to cognitive linguistics by illustrating how constructions, meaning-making
processes, and interpersonal alignment are shaped by the corporeal realities of situated

communication.
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Room 100: Grammatical Variation and Argument

Isabel JIMENEZ SAEZ
A behavioural profile of Spanish pseudo- copulative verbs of change

In Spanish, there is no single grammaticalized inchoative verb equivalent to become in English to
express change of state. Instead, Spanish employs a broad set of verbs of becoming that are
semi-grammaticalized and known as “pseudo-copulative” or “semi-copulative” verbs. However,
these verbs do not have the ability to combine freely with all types of elements and are, therefore,
not mutually interchangeable. The aim of this study is to identify the morphosyntactic, semantic,
and discursive variables that determine their use and in doing so, obtain an understanding of how
these alternations are used to construe change of state in Spanish. The study focuses on the
verbs hacer(se), quedar(se), poner(se), and volver(se), as they are the most frequent
pseud-ocopulatives attested in the corpus used.

In order to identify patterns of use, this study builds on the motivational factors and constraints
observed in previous research. I employ the Behavioral Profile Approach to operationalize these
variables and explore their interaction through multivariate statistics (Dirven et al., 1982;
Geeraerts et al., 1994; Divjak, 2006; Divjak & Gries, 2009; Glynn, 2009). This method involves
three steps:

(i) Data collection: a sample of 100 occurrences of each pseudo-copulative verb was randomly
extracted from the enTenTen subcorpora of the European Spanish domain in Sketch Engine

(i) Manual analysis: each occurrence was manually annotated for a total of 26 variables that,
according to previous research, are believed to explain the use of these verbs(Fillmore, 1969;
Demonte & Masullo, 1999; Talmy, 2000b, 20002; Morimoto & Pavén Lucero, 2007; Gorp, 2017,
Brandt, 2009; Conde Noguerol, 2013). The manual annotation includes transitivity; compatibility
with ser and estar (‘to be’); animacy and volitionality of the agent and patient; degree of control
over process; change gradability, essentiality, permanence, reversibility and predictability; moment
of focus, evaluative valence and subjectivity, among others.

(iii) Statistical interpretation: based on the manual annotation, a behavioral profile vector was
created for each pseudocopulative verb. Due to the complexity of the data, a first step will be to
employ exploratory multivariate techniques such as Multiple Correspondence Analysis and
Hierarchical Cluster Analysis. The aim here is to obtain an overall picture of which characteristics
of use motivate and constrain the use of the different pseudocopulative construals. With the
relatively limited dataset and the complexity of the data, confirmatory analysis may prove limited.
A combination of multinomial classification trees and multinomial regression will be used in an
effort to predictively model the data.

Our preliminary analysis suggests that the alternation among Spanish pseudocopulative verbs
depends primarily on the volitionality of the agent, as well as on the gradability, permanence and
valence of the change: hacerse typically denotes intentional, gradual, and positive changes,
whereas volverse encodes involuntary, abrupt, and frequently negative changes, often perceived
as permanent. Ponerse generally refers to punctual, reversible, and externally caused changes.
Quedarse presents two profiles: punctual and transitory change and durative and irreversible
change, both involuntary and negative. With regards to animacy and subjectivity, two main
groups can be distinguished: on the one hand, hacerse and volverse combine more freely with
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both animate and inanimate subjects and are more prone to express subjective changes, while
ponerse and quedarse typically occur with animate subjects and denote externally triggered, less
subjective changes.

Gabrielle LECROSNIER, Ludivine CRIBLE, Peter LAUWERS
Analyse paramétrique des marqueurs d'accord en francais :
methodologie et ¢tude pilote

Les locuteurs ont recours a de nombreuses expressions pour marquer leur accord dans une
interaction, comme oui, d’accord, c’est vrai, ok, voila, carrément, grave, entre autres. Ces formes,
omniprésentes dans les échanges quotidiens, n’ont jusqu’ici fait 'objet que d’analyses ponctuelles.
En effet, a I'exception de quelques études de cas (bien sur : Lefeuvre, 2021 ; Ghidali, 2024 ;
d’accord : Ghidali, 2024 ; grave : Lefeuvre, 2020 ; Ghidali, 2022 ; la réduplication de oui :
Lefeuvre & Legallois, 2020), d’analyses plus générales menées sur des corpus spécifiques
(Tobback & Lauwers, 2016) et d’études orientées vers la didactique du FLE (Delahaie, 2009 ;
Delahaie & Solis Garcia, 2019), il n’existe a ce jour ni inventaire exhaustif des marqueurs
d’accord (MA) en frangais contemporain, ni cadre unifié permettant d’en décrire les usages et les
valeurs interactionnelles. Cette étude s’inscrit dans un cadre théorique multiple, avec, d’une part,
I’héritage de I’Analyse Conversationnelle, a commencer par la distinction entre alighement
(coopération structurelle) et affiliation (coopération affective) proposée par Stivers (2008).
D’autre part, les parametres de fonction pragmatique, de position séquentielle ou de forme
morpho-syntaxique s’inspireront d’approches plus quantitatives, issues de la recherche sur les
marqueurs du discours (Delahaie, 2008 ; Crible, 2024). La grille sera construite a partir d’un
corpus de réunions de travail enregistrées en entreprise (Divoux, 2017). Ces échanges, a la fois
spontanés et professionnels, sont orientés vers des objectifs spécifiques et impliquent différents
statuts hiérarchiques. On s’attend donc a y trouver un inventaire vari¢ de MA.

Dans un premier temps, 'objectif sera de recenser toutes les formes d’accord, des plus
prototypiques (e.g. oui, d’accord, ok) aux plus émergentes (e.g. grave, clairement), et des plus
figées au plus libres (e.g. je suis entiecrement d’accord avec vous). Ces formes seront ensuite
annotées manuellement selon deux grands ensembles de variables :

- une dimension formelle (forme, catégorie morpho-syntaxique, degré de figement, productivité,
contexte syntagmatique et collocations) ;

- et une dimension fonctionnelle (fonction dans la séquence, type d’accord,
alignement/affiliation).

Les métadonnées associées aux enregistrements (registre d’interaction, relation entre les
participants, age et genre) seront également prises en compte lors de Ianalyse. Dans cette
présentation, nous rapporterons la méthodologie d’élaboration de la grille d’analyse, sa version
finale, ainsi que les premiers résultats, aboutissant a une premicre typologie multidimensionnelle
des marqueurs d’accord.
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Solene RICHARD
A Corpus Study of Subject-to-Object Raising (SOR)
and its Finite Counterparts in English

The present study compares the syntactic phenomenon of subject-to-object raising (SOR) with
its finite counterparts in English, for the verbs believe, find and expect. The choice of analyzing
these three verbs was motivated by the fact that they are some of the most common verbs
among those compatible with SOR [1-2-3-5-7]. My aim is to shed light on the different factors
which govern the speaker’s choice between a finite subordinate clause (FIN) or an infinitive
clause as a complement in English, as these structures allow for the expression of very similar
semantic contents. The contrast between SOR and FIN is presented in (1):

1 a. I expect her to be on time. (SOR)

b. I expect (that) she will be on time. (FIN)

In (1-a), “her” appears as the object of the higher verb, though semantically it is the subject of
the subordinate event — the effect of subject raising. In (1-b), by contrast, the structure directly
reflects the semantics: “she” is the subject of the subordinate clause. The difference shows up
under passivization, possible with the SOR variant but not with the FIN one. Similarly, the
pronoun appears in the accusative case in (1-a) but in the nominative case in (1-b). The pronouns
“she” and “her” still refer to the same person, even though the morphosyntax has shifted. The
semantic object of expect in (1-a) is realized by the combination of the syntactic object “her” and
the infinitival VP “to be on time”.
These observations lead to an interesting question. If the SOR structure and its finite
counterpart seem a priori equivalent and may even be felt to be rivals in certain contexts, this
pair of structures violates the principle of isomorphism (one form, one meaning). This had led
some authors [1-4-6] to hypothesize that there is a pragmatic (specifically, an information-
structural) difference linked to the distinct contexts in which they appear. This difference has
remained empirically underexplored, however. Moreover, such a pragmatic difference may not be
the only factor that governs the choice between the variants: there could also be subtle syntactic,
semantic, and lexical factors at play.
My data set was collected from the Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA) [8].
Because the corpus contained a large amount of relevant data, I restricted my selection to
language produced in 2019. For each verb (believe, find, and expect), I sampled 100
contextualized examples per construction (SOR and finite-that), to run a solid statistical analysis.
A total of 600 contextualized sentences were collected, with 100 occurrences per raising verb and
100 occurrences per finite counterpart. The corpus-study was limited to active SOR
constructions, as the passive SOR constructions have no direct finite counterpart. The sampling
was designed to be as statistically representative as possible. The sentences extracted from the
COCA were coded for the following properties: NP type, animacy status of the NP, NP weight,
information status of the NP [9], the different morphological forms of the governing verb (V1),
V1 clause type, V1 tense, V1 voice, V2, and register.
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Room 3.01: Language in Care & Support

Weiwei GUO
Le gerontolangage en contexte institutionnel : etude de cas en Chine

Les interactions en institution gériatrique constituent un lieu privilégié pour observer la maniere
dont les représentations sociales et cognitives du vieillissement se manifestent dans le discours. Si
de nombreux travaux ont décrit les caractéristiques de I'elderspeak, registre simplifié et souvent
infantilisant adressé aux personnes agées (Grainger, 1993; Ryan et al., 1995; Williams et al., 2017),
Papproche est centrée sur les productions verbales des soignants et sur des contextes
majoritairement occidentaux. Peu d’études prennent en compte la dimension écologique et
bidirectionnelle de ces ajustements. Alors que plusieurs travaux ont mis en évidence le paradoxe
inhérent a I'elderspeak : un langage souvent motivé par la bienveillance, volonté d’étre aimable,
de faciliter la compréhension, de créer une relation de proximité, mais dont les effets peuvent
s’avérer négatifs sur la perception de soi et 'autonomie des personnes agées (Grimme et al.,
2015). Par ailleurs, Lee & Lee (2021) ont montré que emploi de I'elderspeak est fortement
corrélé avec d’autres éléments socioculturels, tels que le genre des soignants, le niveau
d’éducation et le métier de la personne agée. Ainsi, comme le soulignent déja Salari & Rich
(2001), lelderspeak ne peut étre compris sans tenir compte des dynamiques sociales et
institutionnelles qui le sous-tendent.

Cette complexité de linteraction gérontologique nous conduit a proposer dans la présente étude
le concept de gérontolangage, défini comme ensemble des ajustements linguistique, prosodique,
gestuels et interactionnels mobilisés dans les échanges impliquant des personnes agées, qu’ils
émanent des professionnels ou des résidents eux-mémes. Nous examinons comment
Penvironnement culturel et institutionnel, ainsi que la perception cognitive des résidents par les
professionnels, fagonnent ces pratiques.

Notre analyse s’appuie sur un corpus multimodal d’environ 20 heures d’interactions enregistrées
dans deux EHPAD chinois, transcrites et annotées sous ELAN. Les caractéristiques
interactionnelles (types d’ajustements, stratégies de reformulation, gestes de cadrage, role
interactionnel, etc.) ont ensuite été codées et analysées avec le logiciel ATLAS.ti, afin d’identifier
des régularités. Cette approche combine I'analyse conversationnelle (Kerbrat-Orecchioni, 2016)
et Panalyse multimodale (Gu & Huang, 2020; Norris, 2004), afin d’articuler gestes, organisations
spatiale et pratiques langagicres dans leur dimension située.

Les premicres observations révelent que les ajustements interactionnels, tels que les
reformulations, les formes de questions, la modulation du ton, sont indissociables du cadre
matériel et symbolique ou ils prennent place. Dans des environnements marqués par une
décoration scolaire ou infantilisante, les échanges reproduisent des schémas hiérarchiques
proches du modele enseignant-éleve. A l'inverse, un design d’activité plus égalitaire (par exemple,
un jeu de société que les professionnels et les résidents découvrent en méme temps) permet
d’atténuer cette hiérarchie et incite une participation plus importante des résidents. Ces constats
confirment que les interactions en institution ne se réduisent pas a des ajustements linguistiques,
mais s’inscrivent dans un systéme de représentation et de pratiques sociales ou se rejoue, a travers
le langage, la place de la vieillesse dans la société chinoise contemporaine.
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Tristan BOURHIS, Corrado BELLIFEMINE
Le recit comme soin : ameliorer la cohesion discursive chez les patients schizophrénes

Dans le cadre de la Thérapie Narrative (White & Epston 1990) le récit est, pour le patient atteint
d’une pathologie, une ressource thérapeutique essentielle pour (ré)construire sa nouvelle identité
sociale au travers de Iidentité narrativisée. Chez les sujets atteints de schizophrénie, le récit est
souvent marqué par un déficit de la cohésion et de la cohérence principalement en raison d’un
mésusage référentiel, une discontinuité dans le maintien du topic, un mélange de récits constitués
d’idées souvent délirantes (Badash 2021 ; Czernikiewicz et al. 2019 ; Rochester & Martin 2013).
Tout cela affecte les interactions avec les proches et les soignants. Néanmoins, a travers des
ajustements étayant les productions du patient, l'intervention du partenaire conversationnel peut
aider a surmonter ces obstacles.

Nous avons examiné les bénéfices d'un atelier de langage mis en place dans une unité francaise
de Soins de Suite et de Réadaptation (SSR) accueillant des sujets schizophrénes. L'objectif est de
les amener a mieux gérer les interactions sociales, travaillées a partir des fondamentaux du récit,
via 8 cycles de 5 semaines sur une période d’un an. Durant les semaines 2, 3 et 4, les sujets
participent aux séances de latelier. En début et fin de chaque cycle (semaines 1 et 5) les
participants sont enregistrés durant une activité de conversation avec I'observateur. Trois patients
schizophrénes participent aux ateliers ; trois patients schizophrénes ne les suivent pas ; ¢) trois
sujets sains, appariés en age et en genre, ont constitué le groupe controle. Chaque échange a été
analysé sur les plans de : a) la macrostructure (i.e. séquences narratives/thématiques produites),
b) la microstructure (usage de formes lexicales et pronominales selon la mention du référent en
discours) et ¢) le niveau d’alignement dialogique caractérisé par la présence d’ajustements (L.e.
reformulations, demandes de clarification, relances, confirmations et explicitations).

Lors du premier cycle, les récits des deux groupes de patients schizophrénes révelent une
ambiguité référentielle affectant la cohésion de leurs récits. En revanche, la comparaison des
récits produits entre les cycles 1, 4 et 8 indique une amélioration des capacités narratives des
patients ayant suivi l'atelier, bien quune importante variation interindividuelle s’observe surtout
en cycle 4. Les récits en cycle 8 se caractérisent par un respect plus accru de la continuité
thématique et référentielle d’entités spécifiques mentionnées en discours. Ces améliorations
dépendraient des ajustements réciproques entre le patient et le formateur, dont I'efficacité est
moindre en cycle 1, tandis qu’en cycle 8 l'augmentation des ajustements — aussi bien chez le
formateur que chez les patients — témoigne d’un plus grand nombre d’explicitations des
références. Une étude de cas sera présentée pour mettre en avant cette amélioration en passant
par des séquences d’adaptation interactionnelle patient-formateur lors des séances. Ces résultats
suggerent l'intérét des activités langagiéres dans les centres de soins basées non seulement sur le
récit mais surtout sur la co-construction du discours en interaction et le soutient du partenaire

conversationnel.

Eline PUT & Lola MARINATO
Metaphorical conceptualisation and enactment of continuing bonds in perinatal loss

While perinatal loss receives more visibility in Western media and public spaces (Dhont, 2024 ;
Gazet van Antwerpen, 2024 ; Willems, 2023) , most bereaved parents have at some point
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experienced silence, platitudes, or invalidating communicative practices in interaction with others
(Cassidy, 2023 ; Hazen, 20006). So, in addition to enduring this loss, they find themselves having
to actively negotiate its meaning, visibility and legitimacy through interaction with family
members, peers, administrative organisations and broader social environments (Brierley-Jones et
al., 2014 ; Lang et al., 2011). The ambiguity which results from a lack of shared understanding
about bereaved parents’ experiences of perinatal loss, may disenfranchise them from traditional
grieving practices and put them at risk of complex grief (Diamond and Diamond, 2014 ; Doka,
1989).

In light of said ambiguity, this study adopts a cognitive-discursive perspective to explore how
bereaved parents construct, sustain and socially mediate continuing bonds with their baby after
its death, particularly via metaphor and metaphorically enacted behaviour. Beyond verbal
language, the study also considers references to symbolic and material practices (e.g. keeping
objects, commemorative rituals, digital memorials), showing how these practices are discursively
framed as extensions of caregiving and relational continuity. Building on the continuing bonds
framework (Lau et al., 2017) and on interactional approaches to meaning-making (ref?), the
study argues that the ongoing connection with the deceased baby is sustained not only
individually, but communally as well, as it is co-constructed and negotiated through discourse.
The study draws on two corpora of semi-structured interviews conducted with perinatally
bereaved parents in Flanders (n=69) and France (n=99). The data were analysed employing the
Metaphor Identification Procedure (MIP) (Pragglejaz, 2007) at phrase level and beyond
(Cameron, 2003).

The analysis provides insight into how continuing bonds are metaphorically conceptualised in
discourse, as well as how they are constructed and sustained through conceptual blending
mechanisms, metaphtonymy, and metaphorically enacted behaviour. In the specific context of
perinatal loss, where the baby has not lived or has lived only briefly, mementos have the potential
to become metonymic placeholders for the baby, enabling bereaved parents to give visibility to
the deceased child, and effectively integrate them into their family lives and narratives. These
practices function as enacted metaphors of continued caregiving and relational presence,
allowing parents to perform their parental identity in the absence of a living child or a shared life
history.

Furthermore, it provides the opportunity for their social network to engage with the baby and
give recognition and legitimacy to their loss and their grief.

Ultimately, this analysis details how metaphorical creativity affords bereaved parents continuing
opportunities for memory-making and meaning-making, both of which are important coping
strategies, as well as how these practices shape the possibility for their social network to engage
with the baby and give recognition to its death and validation to bereaved parents’ grief.

Room 3.02: Political & Ideological Discourse
Anna ROGOS-HEBDA

“They say: It's hard being a communist these days": The discursive construction of
communists in Polish and American dailies between 1945 and 1968
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When Zohran Mamdani won the NYC Democratic mayoral primary, president Trump dubbed
him “a 100% Communist Lunatic” in a post to his Truth Social platform, claiming Miami would
“soon be the refuge for those fleeing communism in New York™ (Silk, 2025). While more and
more young Americans may be expressing “a new interest in socialist ideas, values and policy
proposals” (Isserman, 2024), a communist or “a commie” is still widely recognized in the US as a
slur aimed at derogating people based on their political views. Even though a far-left communist
party was established in the US in 1919 and has continued operating ever since, Americans have,
by and large, been largely suspicious of socialist policies and somehow scared of a Communist
takeover. In the early 1950s that fear, known as the “Red scare”, caused a wave of
anti-communist activity to sweep the country, resulting in 4.76 million background checks, 26
000 FBI field investigations, and 560 people getting fired (Risen, 2025).

Poland was part of the Eastern (Soviet) block for over 40 years, between 1947 and 1989. Allied
acceptance at Yalta conference in 1945 legitimizing Soviet influence effectively turned Poland
into a one-party satellite Soviet state by 1948. The ruling party was the Polish United Workers’
Party (PZPR), whose main political goal was to create a Communist society and participate in the
propagation of communism all over the world. The party was officially dissolved in January 1990.
“It’s hard being a communist these days’...” is a comparative study of the discursive
construction of communists in Polish and American dailies published over two decades after
World War II. In parallel to Wodak (2011, p. 359), the proposed paper employs the Discourse-
Historical Approach, i.e. it integrates all available cultural and historical context into the
interpretation of the material. The study implements both qualitative and quantitative methods,
marrying DHA (Wodak, 2011, 2015) with multifactorial usage-feature analysis (Glynn, 2009,
Glynn & Robinson, 2014). The questions the study seeks to address concern the differences
between the corpora regarding the framing of communists, predication, semantic prosody,
attitude and topic focus. The data for comparison have been sampled from two online corpora,
namely the Corpus of Historical American English (COHA) and the (Polish) Corpus of Press
Texts (ChronoPress). COHA, the largest corpus of historical English to date, contains over 475
million words from the 1820s-2010s in four genres, and it is balanced by genre, decade by
decade. ChronoPress is a parsed corpus comprising about 100 000 text samples published
between 1945 and 1968. For that time frame, the “news” section of the former returned 5670
instances of the plural Communists, and the latter — 2184 hits with various paradigmatic forms of
the lexeme komunista ‘Communist’. In order to operationalize the research questions the data
(400 lines/corpus) have been carefully analysed in context and, in the process, manually
annotated for the following features: Timeframe, (Political) Affiliation of the source,
Metaphoricity, (Predicational) Strategy, Speaker’s attitude, Topic of discourse, and Semantic
prosody. Patterns and correlations in the data set have been determined by means of Multiple
Correspondence Analysis, an exploratory technique for identifying and visualising associations in
categorical data (which it translates into distances in the resulting plots).
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Berengere LAFIANDRA, Carole DELHORME
Portraits politiques et interaction texte/image :
Analyse multimodale de la persona de Trump

En aout 2023, pour la premiére fois dans I’histoire des Etats-Unis, un ancien président, Donald
Trump, est photographié pour une photo d’identite judiciaire, un « mug shot ». Loin d’en avoir
honte, Donald Trump publie immediatement cette image sur X, accompagnee du message «
NEVER SURRENDER », puis, en fevtier 2025, l'encadre dans le Bureau Ovale tandis que la
Maison-Blanche decrit la nouvelle decoration dans les termes suivants : « HAPPY
VALENTINE’S DAY! WELCOME TO THE BEAUTIFUL OVAL OFFICE ». On observe
ainsi un changement d’axiologie : la valeur evaluative négative du « mug shot », cense coder la
culpabilité, devient positive en symbolisant la résistance, voire romantique. La recontextualisation
de 'image et sa juxtaposition avec un texte viennent ici lui donner un tout autre sens qui sert un

message politique.

Cet exemple inscrit Trump dans de nouvelles pratiques discursives sur les reseaux sociaux qui
mettent a profit le texte pour ancrer le sens et I'axiologie d’une image.

Literature review: Notre étude se fonde sur P'analyse multimodale, s’inspirant a la fois de la
linguistique cogmtlve et des e tudes visuelles. Suivant Forceville (2009) et Pé rez- Sobrmo (2017),
nous nous mte resserons ici a Pinteraction entre plusieurs modes, les signes plcturaux ¢ crits et
musicaux, a travers Petude des portraits de Trump dans plusieurs mediums (peinture,
photographie) qu’il publie et remedie sur les réseaux sociaux en les accompagnant d’un texte.
Selon Chun (2018), les images sont enthyme matiques : elles permettent une omission de
certaines étapes cognitives du raisonnement, et reduisent la complexité des situations. Cest
également ce que decrivent Clark (1997), Geise & Baden (2015) : les photographies sont
inaluentes en ce qu’elles contournent nos fonctions cognitives. Toutefois, qu’en est-il lorsque ces
images sont associces a un texte ? La littérature sur la rhétorique visuelle de Trump avance que
son objectif est de divertir et que les images sont souvent « banales » (Chun 2018: 21) voire
relevent d’une esthétique amateuriste. Nous souhaiterions ici discuter ces resultats et montrer que
cette « banalite visuelle » (Shaw 2017) est compensce par une creativite dans le choix des
stratégies multimodales.

Research questions: Comment un portrait peut-il revetir des significations differentes selon le
texte qui 'accompagne ? Plus precisement, comment Trump exploite-t-il le dialogue entre le
texte et 'image afin de construire la resistance comme une element constitutif de sa persona ?

Methodology: Notre corpus se compose d’un ¢chantillon de quatre portraits accompagnés d’un
texte dans des publications sur Instagram et X. Pour chaque publication, nous avons mis au jour
les codes esthétiques de I'image et examine leur interaction avec les champs sémantiques du
texte, en mobilisant les outils d’analyse de la multimodalité et de Iiconologie.

Expected results: Trump mobilise une tradition artistique bien etablie, celle du portrait
politique, qu’il revisite par le biais de moyens de communications modernes (les reseaux soc1aux)
et de techniques nouvelles (intelligence artificielle). Ceux-ci constituant un espace prlvﬂegle
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d’expression multimodale, Trump peut mettre a profit diverses modalites d’interaction entre le

texte et 'image pour projeter une identite discursive fondee sur la resistance.

Jean Mathieu TSOUMOU
From Debate to Attack:
The Global Normalization of Antagonism in Political Communication

This paper explores the global normalization of antagonism as a defining logic of contemporary
political communication. Moving beyond national or ideological boundaries, it examines how
verbal attacks, criticisms, and impoliteness have become communicative norms structuring
political interaction in diverse contexts. Drawing upon a comparative discourse analysis of nine
political rally speeches delivered between 2022 and 2024 in France, Spain, the United States, the
United Kingdom, and Congo-Brazzaville, the study investigates how antagonistic discourse
operates both as a performative resource and as a structural condition of political participation.
The analysis is theoretically grounded in Mouffe’s (2000, 2005) theory of agonistic pluralism,
Culpeper’s (2011) impoliteness framework, and scholarship on populist political communication
(Laclau, 2005; Mudde & Kaltwasser, 2017). These frameworks jointly illuminate the
transformation of democratic contestation: from agonism, which presupposes legitimate
adversaries within a shared political space, toward antagonism, where opponents are construed
as illegitimate enemies. Impoliteness functions here as strategic performance, deliberately
violating norms of civility to reinforce in-group solidarity and moral superiority while
delegitimizing others. Through this process, verbal aggression becomes both a marker of
authenticity and an index of political engagement. Empirically, the study demonstrates how
antagonism manifests differently across contexts yet converges toward similar communicative
outcomes. In Macron—Le Pen and Trump-Harris exchanges, antagonism is explicit and
moralized; in Sanchez—Feijéo and Starmer—Sunak interactions, it is procedural and technocratic
but still grounded in binary oppositions. In Leo’s multilingual campaign speech in
Congo-Brazzaville, codeswitching between Lingala and French is strategically deployed to
construct in-group belonging and frame opposition as external threat. Across all cases,
impoliteness emerges as an interactive device embedded in participation constellations
(Chovanec & Dynel, 2015), where audiences not only witness but co-construct antagonism
through cheering, laughter, and mediated amplification.

The study advances a dual-pathway model of political discourse—attack/criticism and
persuasion—showing that antagonistic rhetoric and persuasive appeals are not contradictory but
complementary. By blurring the boundary between persuasion and aggression, politicians
construct “the people” through exclusion and mobilize participation through confrontation.

The findings thus reveal antagonism as a normalized communicative infrastructure of global
politics—one that simultaneously energizes democratic participation and undermines deliberative
ideals. This work contributes to interactional and discursive research by conceptualizing political
impoliteness as a transnational pragmatic norm within mediatized democracies and hybrid
regimes alike.
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Session 2

Auditorium: Multimodal Constructions & the Dynamics of Discourse

Yui KURIHARA
Construction « CA + VERBE » et perception télévisuelle : apport de la
multimodalité dans 'analyse du discours

Dans les commentaires sportifs télévisés, il arrive que les actions des athlétes soient décrites non
pas par une structure du type « nom du joueur + verbe d’action », mais par la construction « ¢a +
verbe », par exemple ¢a revient, ¢a attaque. Bien connue dans des expressions météorologiques
comme ¢a pleut ou dans des descriptions situationnelles comme ¢a craint, cette construction est
généralement analysée — que le pronom ¢a soit interprété comme ayant une référence
indistincte (Corblin 1987) ou nulle (Maillard 1987) — comme ne renvoyant a aucun référent
animé déterminé. Pourquoi une telle structure apparait-elle dans le discours du reportage sportif,
dont T'objectif est pourtant de décrire les actions de sportifs parfaitement identifiables ? Pour
éclairer cette question, nous avons constitué un corpus multimodal portant sur de grands
événements sportifs internationaux organisés en 2024, tels que les Jeux olympiques de Paris ou le
Tour de France. Nous y examinons dans quelles situations et avec quelles fonctions la
construction « ¢a + verbe » est employée, en la mettant en rapport avec des propriétés déja
relevées : d’'une part, une dissolution de I’agent dans la situation (Corblin 1987 ; Haruki 1991) ou
Iexpression d’un proces sans origine identifiable (Béguelin 2000 ; Maillard 1994) ; d’autre part,
les caractéristiques qu’elle présente en tant que manifestation du « mode I », défini par Nakamura
(1999) comme un mode cognitif propre a une immersion perceptive du sujet dans la situation.
I’analyse multimodale de notre corpus permet de montrer que 'occurrence de cette construction
dans les commentaires sportifs en direct résulte de la convergence entre les propriétés
linguistiques de la construction et plusieurs types de contraintes : — les caractéristiques de 'objet
décrit, a savoir des actions soudaines et successives ; — les exigences pragmatiques du reportage
en direct, qui impose une description en temps réel et une mise en saillance des mouvements
pertinents ; — les conditions de perception télévisuelle, marquées par les changements de plan et
les informations affichées a écran ; — les contraintes interactionnelles, liées 2 la circulation de la
parole entre commentateurs et consultants. Cette étude souligne également la pertinence d’une
approche multimodale pour appréhender la dynamique d’un discours étroitement lié a la
perception, comme celui des commentaires sportifs télévisés.

Piotr WYROSLAK
Checklist constructions in the emergence of multimodal narratives

While lists have been often considered as opposed to narrative discourse (Schiffrin 1994), certain
forms of listing, such as checklists and to-do lists, may be argued to easily lend themselves to
narrative uses. This narrative potential of the list may be recognised from the perspectives of
small story analysis (Bamberg & Georgakopoulou 2008) or the study of everyday narrative
practices (cf. Ochs & Capps 2002). Users of microblogging platforms employ various forms of
list-making to recapitulate their everyday experience, relying on formal markers of repetition,
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enumeration and coordination — both those available across registers and those tied to the
functionalities of the digital text, e.g. various emoji, including checkmark characters. The
following example illustrates an extravagant, ‘stacked’ use of Polish -ne/-te participles (cf. Kibort
2011, Niekrewicz 2024) in a microblog post summarising authot’s productive day.

(1) (Polish; X/Twitter: @JaroslawKuzniar, 9:49 AM - Jul 5, 2020) Polatane, poquadowane,
porowerowane, pofilmowane, pofotografowane, pogotowane, polowione, poplywane i
pobiegane o poranku ¥ @ [raised fist emoji] #Kozubnik #OdNova Pokazemy wkrétce w
@KuzniarMedia Wakacje w Polsce? #goforpoland @podrozeosobiste [Link]

“Bit of flying, bit of quadding, bit of bicycling, bit of filming, bit of photographing, bit of
cooking, bit of fishing, bit of swimming and bit of running in the morning, 9 &) [raised fist
emoji] #Kozubnik #OdNova We’ll show soon at @KuzniarMedia Holidays in Poland?
#goforpoland (@podrozeosobiste [Link]” [Graphics: photographs of leisure activities and
landscapes (a bike against a background of an abandoned building; a man holding a fish; sun low
over a body of water, boats on a body of water)]

In line with multimodal constructionist approaches (cf. Dancygier & Vandelanotte 2017; Ungerer
& Hartmann 2023; Zenner & Geeraerts 2018), such formal devices — repeated checkmark
emojis, participles and multimedia used together with them — can be interpreted in terms of
multimodal constructs. Adopting this perspective, I will present a corpus study of the use of the
extravagant participial form pobiegane ‘(a bit of) running:done’ in checklisting constructions,
aimed at identifying their narrative affordances in the microblogging register of Polish. The study
uses a corpus of 8393 posts from X/Twitter, retrieved using Twitter APL Insights from three
specific analyses will be presented: 1) graph/network analysis of uses in ‘stacked’ participles (cf.
Ex. 1 above); 2). Semantic categorisation of the posterior elements in the uses of ‘mid-action
report’ constructions — running:done, so now it’s time to do X; 3). Analysis of the relationship
(elaboration vs. illustration) between the graphics included in those posts and written checklist
constructions. The study provides new evidence for narrative affordances of listing
constructions, as well as demonstrates an application of corpus constructionist analysis in the
study of narrative discourse. Checklisting constructions with pobiegane consistently express
‘productivity’, ‘accomplishment’ and ‘well-deserved reward’ narratives. A high degree of
coherence in their use may be argued to reinforce the collective tellership and the perceived
sharedness of the experience in the runners’ online narratives.

Loulou KOSMALA, Renia LOPEZ-OZIEBLO
Turn-taking and feedback management in multimodal 1.2 interactions: comparing face-to face
and video-mediated settings

In face-to-face interactions, feedback or backchannel signals are essential for displaying listeners’
engagement, understanding, and commitment to the interlocutor’s story without interrupting
them (Gardner, 2001; Heldner et al., 2013; Yngve, 1970). Such signals are multimodal (Allwood
et al., 2007; Boudin et al,, 2021; Ferré & Renaudier, 2017, 2017) where verbal, vocal, and
visual-gestural cues interact to demonstrate forms of understanding. While a majority of studies
conducted on backchanneling or feedback mostly deal with in-person face-to-face interactions,
the shift to video-based communication with theoutbreak of COVID-19 (Emir & Yangin-Eksi,
2024), further questions the use of backchannels and turn-taking behavior in online synchronous
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interactions. A recent study conducted on German interactions held on Zoom versus
face-to-face (Xia, 2023) showed that Zoom conversations tended to have fewer turns and
backchannels, as well as longer gaps and overlaps than in face-to-face interactions. In Second
Language (L2) interactions, backchannels may also help speakers deal with linguistic challenges,
reinforcing comprehension and displaying participation despite potential language barriers
(Bjorge, 2010; Heinz, 2003; Lee, 2020). Studies conducted in L2 instruction also highlight the
importance of students’ backchannels produced in classroom interactions held on Zoom for
effective communication (Nebieridze, 2023). The present study aims to compare turn-taking and
feedback management in video-mediated versus face-to-face L2 interactions in order to
understand how L2 speakers may adapt their behavior to the change of medium, from physical
to virtual presence. Building on a previous pilot study conducted on a dataset of Cantonese L2
speakers of English, we analyzed 20 pairs of speakers, half of whom interacted on Zoom and the
other face-to-face. Drawing on Bauer’s (2025) feedback annotation scheme, we annotated all the
feedback types, distinguishing between repair and non-repair types, along with modality
(monomodal versus multimodal) and combined patterns (ex “nonmanual+verbal”
“verbal+manual+nonmanual). Results show that the online participants produced longer
uninterrupted turns, while face-to-face participants displayed more multimodal turn-taking
signals (gaze, gesture, head and body movement) alongside more complex patterns with overlaps
and interruptions. A higher rate of feedback is also found face-to-face, with a higher proportion
of multimodal types. This may suggest that virtual presence, albeit also visual, ultimately has an
impact on the learners’ turntaking and multimodal feedback behavior. This research hence
highlights the importance of context and medium (physical versus virtual presence) in L2
interactions to enhance learners’ feedback practices for more effective communication.

Room 100: Metaphor in the political sphere

Sabine HEINEMANN
Democracy in Danger?! — On Meloni's Politics and Their Portrayal in Political
Cartoons Using Metaphor and Metonymy

For several years now, the political climate in Europe and beyond has been dominated by the rise
of right-wing populist and extreme right-wing parties. While democracy is increasingly being
called into question worldwide with the election of Donald Trump as US President (in 2016,
2024), the rise of nationalism in Europe is linked also to a (possible) weakening of the European
idea and the EU. In this context, the election of Giorgia Meloni as Prime Minister of Italy in
September 2022 is interesting, Describing herself as a-fascist, she is seeking to join forces with
van der Leyen at EU level and with Trump internationally. In the context of press coverage, with
reference to the respective frame(s) provided by the linguistic and situational context, political
cartoons critically examine current political events, emphasising negative or shameful facts (cf.
McMahon 2018; El Refaie 2003, 2009; Forceville 2008; cf. Kress/Van Leeuwen 2006 on
"narrative" images). As multimodal texts, political cartoons often display a strong
interconnection between visual and linguistic information. The drawing attracts attention, while
the recipient tends to attach greater importance to the linguistic message, often considered more
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significant for the interpretation. The text-image relationship is therefore essential, and tropes
such as metaphor or metonymy are often used for this purpose. For metaphors, a distinction of
monomodal (pictorial) and multimodal metaphors is important. In the latter case, the source
domain is predominantly represented by one modality and the target domain by another. In
cartoons, the source domain is often implemented visually, which breaks up the conventionality
of a verbal metaphor. The predominant type is OBJECT A IS OBJECT B; metaphors relating to
orientation ate also frequent (e.g., HIGH STATUS IS UP/LOW STATUS IS DOWN, HAVING
CONTROL OR FORCE IS UP/BEING SUBJECT TO CONTROL IS DOWN; Forceville
2009; Negro Alousque 2014; Heinemann 2024 for a research overview; for verbal metaphors, cf.
Musolff 2004). The presentation aims to clarify which topics relating to threats to democracy are
addressed in cartoons in the Italian national daily newspapers Corriere della Sera and La
Repubblica between July 2022 and summer 2026, and how these are depicted. The cartoons will
first be sorted by theme and then analysed qualitatively. Particular focus is placed on mono- and
multimodal metaphors, their use by individual cartoonists (Giannelli, ElleKappa, Altan) and their
positioning on a continuum. In this context, a reference is finally made to the metonymies used
(e.g. for abstract entities) and linked to the respective metaphors. It is to be expected that the
individual cartoonists will show their own preferences for different tropes, but also for puns,
while at the same time Meloni, Trump and other political actors appear not only as themselves,
but also metaphorically in other "roles" (e.g. Trump or Berlusconi as father figures for Meloni).
Linguistically, tropes such as irony, pleonasm, etc. are also to be expected, especially with regard
to references to the fascist heritage of Meloni's party, Fratelli d'Italia, but also to reinforce
metaphors and metonymies.

Sarah DANIEL
WATER, WAR and WALL metaphors for immigration in LLe Monde diplomatique and their
translation from French to Spanish and English

Immigrants and immigration are frequently presented in the news media using dehumanising
metaphors such as a “flood” or an “invasion”. These present displaced people, who may
themselves be fleeing natural disaster or war, as a threat to potential host countries. This paper
reports on a corpus study of articles containing the keyword “immigration” published in French
in Le Monde diplomatique (LMd) between 2009 and 2019, and their translations into Spanish
and English. The three source domains were selected following a review of the literature on
metaphors for immigration, with WATER, WAR and WALL (CONTAINER) metaphors
occurring frequently in studies of centre left through to extreme right discourse. Aligned parallel
corpora were created for the articles and their translations. Porto’s (2022) methodology for
finding WATER metaphors in journalistic articles was adapted for use with French and with the
two other source domains, WAR and WALLS. A list of keywords was created for each source
domain and searched in the corpus, the hits were analysed for metaphoricity and their
corresponding translations were categorised by translation solution used. Shuttleworth’s (2017)
metaphor translation solutions were adapted with reference to Koévecses’ (2020) Extended
Conceptual Metaphor Theory for this categorisation. Two trends were observed in the alignment
phase and subsequently coded for in the data. Firstly, the metaphorical expressions were often
attributed, directly or indirectly, to other speakers rather than presenting the authors’ or
publication’s point of view. Secondly, some of the WAR and WALL metaphorical expressions in
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LMd inverted the framing found by studies in the literature review. For example the EU was
presented as attacking immigrants and WALLS were framed as dangerous and exclusive. Analysis
of the source (French) articles found that LMd used these source domains to present
immigration. Metaphorical expressions with WATER as a source domain were the most
common, used 76 times over the 10-year period, then WAR (62 times) and finally WALL
metaphors (used 21 times). Almost two thirds (64.5%) of the metaphorical expressions with
WAR as a source domain were attributed to others, suggesting a form of authorial distance. The
framing of over a third (38.7%) of the WAR expressions was inverted, likely reflecting the
publication’s ideological stance. When the metaphorical expressions were translated for
publication, the most frequently used solution in both Spanish and English was to maintain the
conceptual metaphor without change. There were clear differences between the two target
languages. The Spanish target texts maintained the conceptual metaphor without change much
more frequently (for 92.1% of expressions compared with 61.7% in the English target texts).
The English published translations omitted (16.5%) and paraphrased (12.2%) much more
frequently than the Spanish ones (2.2% and 0.7% respectively).

Pei-Ci LI
From Waves to Storms: A Corpus-Driven Study of Natural-Phenomena Metaphors in Taiwanese
#MeToo News Reporting

This study examines the metaphorical representations of natural phenomena used in Taiwanese
#MecToo discourse through an analysis of three local newspapers. The #MeToo movement
appeared relatively late in Taiwan, gaining significant momentum only in 2023 (Chen, 2021; Chen
& Huang, 2023). To trace its development and media framing, this study collected news reports
containing the keyword MeToo from three major Taiwanese newspapers published between 2017
and 2024: Liberty Times, United Daily, and China Times. A total of 3544 articles have been
collected. We conduct quantitative and qualitative analysis by combining corpus linguistics and
critical metaphor analysis (CMA: Charteris-Black, 2004, 2018). CMA is a blend of Conceptual
Metaphor Theory (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980) and Critical Discourse Analysis (Dijk, 2015) that
aims at identifying how metaphors are used as an argumentative tool for communicating
attitudes, evoking emotions, and persuading audiences (Charteris-Black, 2004). CMA also focuses
on the predicative function, which highlights how socially sensitive issues, such as sexual
harassment, are communicated (Cibulskiené, 2020), reflecting speakers’ positive or negative
attitudes (Charteris-Black, 2018; Musolff, 20006). Firstly, we analyze the frequency of the term
MeToo in the three newspapers: from the global context in 2017 to the emergence of the
movement in Taiwan, how does the frequency relate to social events during this period? What
positions do these newspapers express? Secondly, we analyze five metaphorical expressions that
frequently co-occur with the keyword MeToo, along with their common collocations:
(1) 1R lang #l] chao
wave tide
“wave”
2 i re ] chao
hot  tide

“wave”
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3) J&\ feng i chao
wind  tide
“wave”
4 J&\ feng I bo
wind  wave
“wave/controversy”
) J&\ feng % bao
wind  violence
“storm”
The main elements of these metaphors include wave, wind, and tide. Although all the
expressions could be translated as “wave” or “movement” depending on the context, their
significations and implications differ subtly. By analyzing both the global structure (theme) and
the local structure (words and phrases), we identify frequent linguistic patterns in large amounts
of data, while also enabling in-depth qualitative analysis. The results show that these movements
can be distinguished based on several aspects. First, the topic: the movement is categorized as
social, political, legal, or entertainment news. Second, the scope: it is perceived either as a
structural social movement or as individual gossip. Third, the intensity and duration: the strength
and longevity of the movement are represented with varying emphasis. Fourth, the implied
meaning: the movement is portrayed either as an active agent with a profound societal impact or
as an ephemeral event. Lastly, the purpose: the movement is framed as aiming for social
progress, political attack, or sensational reporting, These differences reveal the perspective and
attitude of the journalist or the newspaper toward the movement and how different newspapers
with different political stances frame the movement and the implications for public perception
and social change in Taiwan.

Room 3.01: Meaning-making in Interaction

Erb ITTAMAR
Epistemic Work of Adjectival Responses in Hebrew — The Case of BARUR ‘clear” and BADUK
‘checked’

What interlocutors know, how certain they are, and their authority to express that knowledge are
fundamental to the way speakers design their speech (Heritage 2012; Stivers et al. 2011) as well as
to the architecture of grammar (Ariel 1990; Divjak et al. 2023). Well attested grammatical loci for
epistemic positioning in interaction include conventional responses tokens (Bolden et al. 2023;
Stivers 2011), and more specifically adjectival forms in response positions (KKorol & Shor 2024;
Maschler & Miller Shapiro 2016). This work is part of a larger project exploring the division of
labour across grammaticized devices for epistemic positioning in Hebrew. Here, I examine the
usage patterns of two adjectival forms in minimal assessment response formats in Hebrew
conversation — barur 'clear' and baduk 'checked' — illustrated in Extracts 1 and 2.
Extract 1, HCSH110
001 Tom: kaxa she-ein beaya

so that there’s no problem
002 Avi: barur
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clear
Extract 2, HCSH104
001 Gili: °h gam hevenu et Natali le-ze

we also brought Natalie to this
002 kedei she-hi taazor lanu

so that she will help us
003 Amit: baduk

checked
The data for this paper comes from the video collection of the HUJI Corpus of Spoken Hebrew
(HCSH) (Marmorstein et al. 2025), comprising 10 dyadic conversations, spanning 570 minutes of
talk overall. 75 tokens of barur 'clear' and 20 of baduk 'checked' were extracted. Employing
methods from Conversation Analysis, I show that both adjectives in response positions predicate
a referent piece of information as understood and position the speaker as holding high epistemic
access. Crucially, however, they diverge in the attitudes they convey toward the referent action
and in their structural functions in interaction. I show that barur 'clear' marks a proposition as
overtly obvious or non-remarkable and is thus often used to (re)claim epistemic authority. By
contrast, baduk 'checked' remains neutral regarding the remarkability of predicated information,
and is therefore frequently found in contexts of straightforward agreement. Furthermore, as
barur marks information as obvious, it naturally promotes the completion of the current project
in interaction, and accordingly prevails at interactional 'junctures'. Conversely, by marking plain
understanding, baduk is often embedded within an interactive episode, treating the current
endeavor as still in progress. I conclude that the two adjectives function as grammaticized
devices for speakers to navigate epistemic territories, allowing speakers to take fine-tuned
positions in terms of affiliation — their affective relation to a co-participant’s stance — and
alignment — their structural positioning vis-a-vis the current course of action (Stivers 2008).
Finally, I discuss the relations between the response and non-response formats of the two
expressions.

Daiya KURYU, Manon LELANDAIS
How to model multimodality within a construct-i-con: A qualitative turn

Recent work in Construction Grammar (CxG) has increasingly treated constructions as
potentially multimodal (Zima and Bergs 2017; Zima 2025), yet there seems no consensus on the
ontology of multimodal constructions. A central tension opposes a strict view, which reserves
the label for holistic language—gesture gestalts that pass a deletion test (Ziem 2017), and a
gradient view, which models language—gesture combinations as falling within a continuum of
associations quantified by frequency and collostructional strength (Uhrig 2021, 2022; Author 1
2025). While the strict view accurately captures the gestalt-like nature of multimodal
constructions, the proposed simplistic deletion test risks excluding many plausible candidates; the
gradient, usage-based view is empirically attractive but tends to reduce multimodal constructions
to mere associations (Zima 2017a; Uhrig 2022). We propose a twofold model of multimodality
within the construct-i-con that explicitly reconciles these views. First, we adopt a prototype
model of constructions (Cienki 2017; Schoonjans 2017) in which weak-to-strong associations are
understood as peripheral-to-central positions within a single construction-as-prototype-category.
Second, we posit a distinct multimodal construction — a genuinely holistic unit — only when the
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addition of gestural / prosodic features yields a qualitative transformation of meaning, rather
than a merely quantitative increase in perceptual salience or expressivity. The second part of the
proposal is theoretically inspired by the distinction between constructional change and
constructionalization (Traugott and Trousdale 2013), without importing its diachronic claims. We
illustrate the model with the English iterative construction over and over...(again), contrasted
with its non-iconic counterpart repeatedly. Corpus-based multimodal analyses show that over
and over...(again) is frequently accompanied by (i) cyclic gestures, (ii) repeated beats, and (iii)
pitch duplication. Cyclic gestures instantiate the CYCLE image schema and metaphorically
construe ITERATION as CYCLE, thereby introducing a qualitatively new, embodied construal
of the linguistic meaning, By contrast, repeated beats and pitch duplication do not change the
construal of the event; they simply reinforce the already linguistically encoded meaning of
ITERATION by gesture and intonation, thus functioning as quantitative intensifiers that boost
expressivity and perceptual salience without altering the semantic meaning. On our account,
configurations such as [over and over...(again) + repeated beats|, [over and over...(again) +
duplicate pitch], or further reduplication (over and over and over...) are best analyzed as more or
less prototypical variants within a single construction-as-prototype-category. By contrast, the
combination [over and over...(again) + cyclic gestures| merits its own multimodal node, because
the verbal and gestural elements mutually depend on each other to yield a specific, idiomatic
reading of ITERATION-AS-CYCLE, thus motivating a gestalt-perception of the combination,
which eventually leads to a holistic representation (i.e., a multimodal construction). Cruciall